CBA Niger Country Programme Strategy 
[image: image1.png]s | A
ALGERI

ot
L

AnO99e"

A

s,

Ao




Abstract

The impacts of climate change will significantly exacerbate livelihood/subsistence risks for rural agropastoralists in Niger.  Increasing aridity and increasing climate variability will threaten the production systems upon which rural communities rely, while increasing erosion and worsening desertification risks.  Thus, climate change impacts pose serious risks to sustainable development, poverty reduction, and attainment of the Millennium Development Goals in Niger.  Rural agricultural and pastoral communities – the large majority of Niger’s population – are reliant on climate-sensitive rangeland, woodland, and agricultural ecosystems for their livelihoods and subsistence.  In response, the CBA project in Niger will improve the capacity of communities to adapt to climate change impacts, while also building capacity to incorporate climate change considerations into sustainable land management practices – further increasing ecosystem resilience in the face of climate change, and generating global environmental benefits in the GEF Land Degradation focal area.
CBA activities in Niger will focus on water resources, agriculture, livestock, forestry, wildlife/ecosystem management, fisheries, and health.  Choice of project foci and development of project approach will be guided by community-driven adaptation and livelihood priorities.  Nationally, implementation will follow the following strategic approach:
· At the local level, projects will seek to increase the resilience of community livelihoods in the face of climate change impacts through sustainable natural resource management practices that also generate global environmental benefits in the Land Degradation focal area.
· At the national level, projects will provide lessons on Community-Based Adaptation to inform national adaptation strategies, policies, and activities 

· At the subregional level CBA activities will share knowledge and experience with regional initiatives including CILSS, AGRHYMET, DMP and IRICSAT.
Community projects will be focused in the Tamalolo-Sakabal region of Niger – a Sahellian region characterized by high vulnerability to drought, with communities relying on agro-pastorialism for their livelihoods. .
CBA Niger Focal Region
Climate Change Projections for Niger


Climate change projections for Niger include increased temperatures and changing rainfall patterns.  Temperatures are predicted to increase steadily, increasing by 3-4°C during the 21st century, with increases concentrated in the main rainy season.  Rainfall projections are less certain, though assessments completed for the IPCC 4th assessment report suggest increases in yearly average rainfall, with rainfall coming in increasingly intense and erratic storms, and with significant inter-annual variability. 





Increasing evapotranspiration driven by temperature increases, in combination with increasingly rainfall variability, is likely to decrease water availability significantly, and increase the proportion of drought years.





Climate change impacts in Niger will manifest in the context of significant baseline inter-annual and inter-decadal patterns of climate variability.  








